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PROTHALLUS 2, for those of you who can't read my writing (joiwn the
clubl) a budding fanzine from

Sarah Prince

8030 Sawmill Rd,

Tublin OH 43017 USA
Avallable for the usuval sorts of gidif¥d editorial whim. If youlre
not reading thls at Midwesteon, 1t's probably not available any
mores but flettory will get ycu the next one, and a ascrap of yellow
ditte mauter gets you an Autometic Lifetimo Suvscription.

I ence thought I was going te publish a tradezine in order %o
get lots of other fanzines, but it hesn't worked cut thet way; I
have such & fat mailing llst from all the apas I've been in that I
haven?t been out of my way looking for establishsd names to impop-
tune (and I s8%il)l haven't asen many fanzines at all, though I'm
expecting & erash course or three this summer). Anyway the art
folks I gave PROTHALLUS 1 %0 gave me the qulokest feedback: they
didn's neceassarily understand it (but undsestanding is a n expon=~
give luxury in ari thase dayse~ anything ¢alled art gets the bense
fit of the doubt) and they liked it. (Twoe of my favorite comments
were "unpreitentilous? and Mabsurd¥.) Coing %o Aitto thish will help
keep it in similar zircles (tlme enough for a 400#printrun deeply
empathic wmimeozine later), but ghu knows wiat will come next {(and
as’s chuckling). Is there a rex rotvary in my future? OF...o0me-
thing else?

I've lergely given up on content here (or the pre-plamned kind);
I think I've besten the mailing 113t into shape, but my f£iling of
illos and rough dzalfts leaves a lot %o be desired (I have no ambi-
tions of ever running a gonzine (what, never? well, hardly ever));
not to mention the loes! I waz so well prepared to recelve none
at all, that I was unsble %o deal with the ones that did come.

Few of you who wroite will get so much as a IAHF mentlom (though I
have 1llusiong of exoavaiing those files this suwmrer, even if I
don'i move back to the cliy as I've been threatening ever sinee I
came), but rest assured thet I rsad & snjoyed your letters.

For a while this spring I was granted my wish of s duplicabopw
any duplicator~- in ths person of & aympathetic little handerank
rocket standard spirit duplicstor; for a while I played with i%
every night. 1% mow pesides at a slansheclk down In the town (after
all, %t is elub propexriy). I want %o publish a dittozine while I'm
8till In She habit & on such good terms with a rschine., So if I
mey tickle those who have a taste for WYl bright colorz...
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PROTHALLUS 2 Ifm never serious page 4.
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I feal a bit of oollnatlon to write about zome of the places
I've been in the past few months; butthose most interested will
probably he disapnointed anyvay, slnce I don’t want to talk aboutb
the personalities I met (with the possible exception of Fred Kuhn's
guitar) or con programming (since I rarely £0 5o any prograrming) o
But Travel, now, Travel 1s a subjeet in itself, often as important
to me as Arrival. Travel produces new thoughts, whether by supply-
ing new material or by mechanical agitation (VoJkswaganS are good
for the latter stimwlus; I compose many apazines on the wide gently=
banked highways of south central ONiG..o).

"I have always uanted to wiite about how one state differs
from another. It is so strange that the lines are ruled lines con
paper, I never stop having plessure in the way ruled lines zeparats
one gstate from another. Ohlo from Indiens, lansas from Nebraska,
Tennessee from Alabama, 1t always gives me a shock of pleasurs the
American map and its strailght lines and compare it to any other
with the way they go all over nothing neat and clean like the maps
of America. Vell that 1s the way the earth looked te me as we
flew %o Chicagooe.» Stralght lines and quarter sections, and the
mountain lines In Pennsylvanla very straight lines, it made it
right that I had alvays bsen with cublsn eand everything that fole
lowed aftexr."

—~wGertrude Stein

I had a window geat out of Columbus, and picked put my own
house frow above: a shiny voof in a forest enclave among the devele
opmenés . Afier that the air wasntt clear snough to see much, and
in Chicago I transferred into the middle of a young leoturehall

full of accelerabtion couches,
a 747 {Yeyé¥. Dashing
about the Phoenix
airprt fully-clothed
(and towing an in-=
flased down perka)

. I'svas ratheyr oud
“%Q7 of place (and
hot) by the time
Z ff"“f} y, I found
s M
T \,\.r:::a
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the right ju¥igsate where tle attondant aniling, alvays smlling, sald
"X can see where you're soingi" and as he shuffled ry mpers and I
caugit my breath, 1 suddenly saw the llark of the Ipvana-« a tiny
green embroldered cactus stuck on his ID badge...

That bony dry land stained with iron was fascinating from the
alr. DBetween two eroded valleys I sav a vast rulersharp ninety-
degree angle drawn betwesn two colors of ground, as if something
hnd caten or bleached thz dirt one one side of a Tence-~ miles
telow me; and elusters of volcanic mountains bursting out of flab
vlains (voleanile! Growing up around meandering rivers in limestone
beds, and secondsrily in round glaciated llew Lngland, Ifve always
been intrigued by voleesnos.); driving bacl across that ground with
Phoenicians hurrying to resume their lives, I wished I c¢ould siop
to walk around on ther...

Itts amezing how triviel the Grand Canyon seeng (ef. HOWARD
TilE DUCK #16). Perhaps it's the tinny luzek from the lodge; oz
the whole buildup it¥'s had for so long:; I had the sane feeling some
years before at the Worth Rim, nore inpressed by the gradual but
nighty rise of the deserted Kaibab Plateau. The Sanyon itself
couldn®t he real, As a lLidwesternsr I kumow air couldn’t possibly
be 1o clex® thet you could see something as far avay as that's sup~
posed to be, DBu% the sky was undeniably bluer than T see very
often, the bave ground was a rich red and the pines very green: X
spant someé hours out on the rin at various tiues of day, rosa%
notably at 22m under o half moon {(think of that volume of thundering
ether in a dark hole below you) end shortly sfber sunriss, wabching
the blue ahadows drain ow the bottom of the canyon. The dowm Jate
ket was very useful thene= I heard 1% went down to 1T70F-« but no
one was equinped to ge with me,

On the way down to Phoenix I found out that sapguaros are real.
Amazing. Then saw the Igihacen hotels with an elsctric shiver of
anticipated pleasure-- g0 plugshl so coavention-minded! o seger to
have us! This must be an exggevation, vbut it says In my notes that
the con suite has three bathtubs (one for lime jello, one for choco-
late pudding, and one for guscamole) not to mention a shower for
the keg of beer (excuse me, bheecr) and a bsr. I can't imagine
kavirg e bed tiwme st that con.

On the way beck I learned thet the flet grainfields of Illi-
nois (around Charmpzign/Urbana) are underlald with drainags tile,
a technique for wet ground known to the lovland=germanle setbttlers.
Think what a job that was by hand.
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I volunteered to work on iarcon in order
to feel some solidarity with local fans
(er, they would have been less than happy
witih me 1f I hadr’t, since they have a
small bodypeol Lo draw from, and I have
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bmer soakling ({2 the boenefits of club neuberships ( conncctions),
And to reninrd Igyself that I really don't wvant to be involved in
politiess it's fun being o 1little pitsher with bilg ears to .ASFIC
bid sxmh ing (that’s Louisville in '79, after voting Brighton ir
for the worldeon, If Brighton filea in tine.q.) but no nore than
that. I certelinly dontt uant responslblity for anything: a few
hours on the replstration desi: was aliaskh, too much for. 9o » 38T |
to be a captive artisk, fres gt least to drag my chains aoout the
hella, (I have soww lino drawings that ouunt to so with this
plece cof writing. but they'll have tc wait %il the right repro
comes along.)

I else nearly joined Big Fandom (200 pounds) to £it in with
the larcon com:ittee evan bettar., iiight have, if thia rmoual
typer didnt't kesyp me exeircising., Even sg 1 knocksd iathi Schaefer
down with the enthusiasm of wmy greeting. [Ere, have soms sounter-
culture aniunl craciers.

A%t the dying ené of the coxi I played airport taxl in ordar
to trap some people into seeling Yhal my house really exista.
("Seo Dublin and dle." Paul .adearagz) And uasg iapressed by how
mich better a 1isnt ¢ar handles on a gusty freevay when {full of
seople and aucksterls cartons of ‘ooohso A littie later,; rarooned
at the aiyport, .en Josenhans sel stylus %o nmauster In an ascount
axcarpted hera;

"®Sarah, how big a log cabin do you live in?!
“91t's not a log cabin,? 3ne replieds "it's covered with alue
itlnun siding! she added, a3 if vo irpress uw with the modesrnliy

of her living quarters. Iimediately my consephion of Saran’s rosi-

dence vecan to changs. I had pictuwred it as & snoubound log sabdbin

in the middle of %he Blaclk Forest, under si«ge by iavadipng rate,
with snow driftiag in through the broken windowpansai Sarah swathed
in a8 nmound of quilts before the fire, relying on the exarcise fron
hex typing to keep the blood circulsting, 3ub
the nention of aluminum siding svept thoase
inages from my.miendg Saran, I.decided, lived
in & suburban ra.mb.ler a typical plece
of levit t-adesignedjlnfluenced shit arshis
tocture, Like my housa,
"le drove pask thw Olda
Savriille Townhouse Dev’e'iopment
and Light Industriel Park, a
collection of carbon-copy,
) levitt-desizned/infiuencad
#2hit arcnitecowre. I s_;ottsd
S sl S \S a house witn aluminun sidiui.

- “lhere,' I eried, 'there it is,
S'u"aa” Sut ve did.n"'b alov woun
a3 we sassed the Olde ...a'mi.lle.,
and' I sank back into the haal
aaot and chewed on ity knaees in
Gizapointre nt.
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"We drove on. The houses became fewsr and fewer, Ve drove on.
An Indlan's arrow crashed into the front seat, and Karen Paula atife
fened notlceably. liy knses began to bleed from the nervous chewing,
Sarah drove on, looking roblute and fortitudinal,

YAfter a stop for one of the last willd buffalo herds in Horkth
America, Sarah turned off onto a gravel road. I'There,! I cyied,
*$here it is, Serahi® 'Yes,' she veplied, ¢‘this 1s whers I live.!

A% the end of the long, dusty CGrive sat a dreamhouse, a gingerbreed
nome, with fleldstone steps and seft peachwsolored walls, and dark
wooden bsamg along the outalde and lois and lots of windowssew

"and the drive turncd a corner, and hidden behind the hedge
was the ugliest shack I'd eover sgern in my 1ife, It was A4 log cabin
built out of alumirum siding,”

We beg to differ with liy Josenhana?® sesthetls judgement, but
he did very well at plcking up the projecsed image; sterving arblst,
indeed, Leazing about in the subtropical shade plaking wild blask
raspberries, vatchling the
pess and tomatos
bleooning while
eating fresh wild
greenBq. o
tyoing, I hess t
some thing ) /
mimnic the bLyper, o
very close:
guletly to the ‘
door, I see & 1
downy wood- JJ
pesker twenty 1

7

feet away on &
shagbark hiskory.

£ L WD

Another
strenge place I
sav ln my travels ]
was the Detrolt {
|

Renaissance Center.,

It had a very e¢lire /
cug atmosphere at "
lam on a weekend; ‘
imagine if all those
people ware fang

at a world- ff»" 75 4
con{ It's a X\ -

seli=contained

world, with l
bunkars areound [
it full of the |
oreenery missing |
In the Ci%¥eo. .
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Disclave was unusual for me, in that T saw nore of the olty
and leds of the con than I would ever have inasined possible st a
¢nn., Rather than stand inr line for Star Vars, I spent leisurely
hours &t the zoo with Dusk Fandom (many tf Inbs becone moere ilanteres~
ting suddenly vhen ycu're wlith people whe enjoy tallking about them),
sroaning with ecsiaay in front of the Chlneaa porcelaling st the
Freor Gallery, througn the Ilirschorn, and sated with lmpreasions
at the Air (& Spase lluseunte If Ifd "oae to any profyarming, Avodon
Carol would have drafted ne for a panel° might have been a gond thing,
a nen wmy to meet people & all thaw, but Gerror prevajiled over thirst
for egoboe, and I did not ge, 800 peOple there? \here did 800
people corie from for a relaxison, and whare did they all go? As
I°d besen varn»d, there ware riaybe 200 people that 1 saw riore than
onse or btwies, nnre 1ike 20 that I really interacted with; the
rpest nelted avay intoe the oity (tnouvh 1 donft sae what u daytripper
would enjoy about cons, rrrsclf) eor iuko that vast sponge of a hotel.
49t that those 20 werentt sufificlent...

Yo
S

1 asked Xlp Williams for artvuork, with the jrand inten%t of
supporting work dixectly in themediun. Through a series (a plins
tiful series I should say if T dlda®t know any batter) of nia-
understandxn t& I obtained the felloving pagse, whish, he saya,
"mostly atars vultures "

On a favorite® subjest of mine, machine/husan reistions:

"I think i%’s the typer that wrltes everything I de; certainly
it isn?t always me., Could I write on another uachine? T doubt
ite I awm superstitiousa, and this Cyper is ny toter., Bless ita
solid old self, Dentt you :dstrus$ these nodern nlastic type-
uriters, these electrie jobbies Ethat fwap in there and print lettars
before you even nre avare that youlve touched a key? Give ne a
machine vhiah waits unbll it%s sure it's been touched vefore the
leys nove." From XKathi Schaefer. She curses ry btyper « I can't
do yueh with hers, but we have siidlay feelingg. iiine is very ra-
sponsive te variations in toush: the first papges of PROTHALLUG 1
vare very bloteny, bubt as 1 calwmed down about the business they
looltad better.

And Denys :lowvard, o»n the sdvantages
ot a familiar formt: s T

Mihen I%m typing along like NGl e
thiz, I'n alvays eonaclous of R ~
hich aide of a twua<page
spread Ifm on, of haw long
it?s been sinece I used an
1110 or otherwise broke up
the type with white apaee,
of how long the nagazine is
to be and tharefore of how
rareis I san write on this
particuwla® topie . ¥




"IN 1895, MRS.EMMA GRIMLEIE HAD 70
SuUP wro THE ATTIC TO 5NOKE_ "
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"IN 1900, MORE MEN DIED OF LUNG CANC.ER
THAN LADIES. YOLUNE COME A LLONG «

( e v WANM L, B HowDTHE_wL.m&}:\*———
] ;_-JL—-~: z

a‘( IDEA ?

M

J Vrjﬁm\\(







